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the Most Bio-Culturally Diverse 
Places on the Planet
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INTRODUCTION

Fossil fuel expansion in the Amazon and Congo basins, 
and the Coral Triangle, as well as in a host of other
regions, is an urgent threat that will harm climate 
stability, the integrity of the world’s most vital 
ecosystems, and the Indigenous and local communities. 

Amazon, Congo and Coral Triangle Fossil Fuel Threats
The relentless growth of fossil fuel exploration in 
ecosystems that are critical carbon sinks and res-
ervoirs of biodiversity imperils global climate sta-
bility, poses a grave threat to biodiversity and the 
livelihoods of millions of Indigenous peoples and 
local communities, while undermining progress on 
all Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The United Nations Secretary-General 
António Guterres has repeatedly called for 
fossil fuels phase out in a just and equitable way 
while massively boosting renewable investment in 
a just energy transition. 

The International Energy Agency (IEA)  
has stated that in order to limit global warming 
to within the threshold of 1.5°C, pursuant to 
fulfill Paris Agreement targets, no further 
fossil fuel expansion must take place. However, 
with current forecasts, in 2030, governments’ 
production plans and projections would lead to 
around 240% more coal, 57% more oil, and 71% 
more gas than would be consistent with limiting 
global warming to 1.5°C.

Over 135 million hectares of undisturbed tropical forests in the Amazon and Congo 
basins – an area nearly six times the size of the United Kingdom – has been 
designated as oil and gas blocks (areas already in production or under exploration). 
Given these imminent threats to the most bio-culturally diverse ecosystems on the 
planet and to climate stability, urgent action must be taken.

*Cover image credit lower left: Oil pollution in Ogoniland, Niger Delta. 
  Image credit: Marten van Dijl, Milieudefensie via Flickr (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0)

https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1n/k1n4wutrw2
https://media.un.org/en/asset/k1n/k1n4wutrw2
https://www.iea.org/news/pathway-to-critical-and-formidable-goal-of-net-zero-emissions-by-2050-is-narrow-but-brings-huge-benefits
https://www.iisd.org/publications/production-gap-2021#:~:text=The%20size%20of%20the%20production,warming%20to%201.5%C2%B0C.
https://www.flickr.com/photos/milieudefensie/16763518331/in/album-72157648933367573/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/milieudefensie/16763518331/in/album-72157648933367573/
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IMMINENT THREATS - KEY FACTS

• Amazonia is in the midst of a tipping point crisis that threatens the rainforests’ very existence. It 
is imperative that 80% of the forests and ecosystem be protected. 

• An estimated 65 million hectares of undisturbed tropical forest (an area nearly twice the size of 
Poland) now overlap with existing or planned oil and gas blocks in the Amazon Basin.

• More than 25 million hectares of Indigenous Territories are now in oil and gas blocks.
• Over 12 million people living in more than 10,000 villages, towns, etc. are now in oil and gas blocks.

Amazonia

Amazonia is the largest rainforest in the world -spanning nine countries and home 
to 2-4 million Indigenous Peoples from over 500 different nationalities. It also 
contains the world’s richest concentration of biodiversity. 
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• On a continental scale in Africa, exploration blocks are nearly four times the current area in pro-
duction — representing a significant potential increase for oil and gas expansion.

• Oil and gas exploration blocks overlap more than 30% of undisturbed tropical forests in Africa, 
of which 90% are in the Congo Basin.

• More than 70 million hectares (an area nearly twice the size of Germany) now overlap with oil 
and gas blocks in the Congo Basin.

• Over 150 distinct ethnic groups call the Congo Basin home and over 32 million people, or more 
than 20% of populated places in Congo Basin countries, are now in oil and gas blocks.

Af rica and Congo

Congo Basin’s undisturbed tropical forests and wetlands are vital for its people, wild-
life, and the future climate stability of the planet, being the largest carbon sink in the 
world. Over 150 distinct ethnic groups call the Congo Basin home.

IMMINENT THREATS - KEY FACTS
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• Over half of reefs in the Coral Triangle area are under oil and gas 
blocks.

• Over 300 oil and gas blocks overlap with this critical area.
• Regional governments are planning for large expansions,  

including 118 LNG terminals which have been proposed or are 
currently in construction.

Coral Triangle

The Coral Triangle is one of the most biodiverse marine ecosystems on the planet that 
occupies just 1.5% of the world’s total ocean area while containing 30% of the coral reef 
area of the planet. It is home to 76% of the world’s coral species, over 6,000 species of 
fish, over 16 species of whales and dolphins and nearly all marine turtle species. 

This region supports the livelihoods of more than 120 million people in coastal 
communities by providing food and income, especially from a multi-billion dollar 
nature-based tourism industry.

IMMINENT THREATS - KEY FACTS
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Other Threats to Critical Ecosystems and Indigenous
and Local Communities 
Proliferation of industrial expansion from energy transition mining, as well as logging, agribusiness and 
other extractive industry threats is also putting in danger critical ecosystems and Indigenous and local com-
munities. In the context of a green low carbon energy transition, minerals such as nickel, lithium, cobalt, 
and copper, are in high demand due to the growing reliance on battery technology. 

The increased extraction of these resources poses a threat to the rights and lands of Indigenous commu-
nities, where various untapped reserves of transition minerals are situated. An equitable shift towards a 
green, low carbon economy will demand that governments and businesses adhere to and implement the 
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which includes the right to a Free, Prior and 
Informed Consent (FPIC). Furthermore, drawing on The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework (GBF), there is a call on states to commit to declare 30% of Earth protected –including 
world’s lands, inland waters, coastal areas and oceans– for conservation by 2030 (30x30 agreement). 

The GBF emphasizes “ecologically-representative, interconnected, and equitable-governed systems of pro-
tected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures” recognizing Indigenous and traditional 
territories and practices. (Target 3 GBF)

https://social.desa.un.org/issues/indigenous-peoples/united-nations-declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-04-en.pdf


Oil and gas dri l l ing is a gateway to deforestation,  both of which are 
massive drivers of cl imate warming and chaos.  New policies and 
f inancial  mechanisms are crit ical  to stopping oil  and gas expansion in 
areas that are crit ical  to global cl imate stabil ity. 
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• New financial strategies focused on protecting and restoring the Earth’s most intact and vulnerable ecosys-
tems and transforming the global financial system to be more sustainable and equitable. The Bridgetown 
Initiative, for example, incorporates elements such as conditioned debt forgiveness, innovative financial 
mechanisms, and collaborative partnerships for nature protection. The 10-Point Plan for Financing 
Biodiversity also puts forward a framework for financing bold climate and biodiversity action. 

• Widespread commitments to the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty from governments, organizations 
and individuals around the globe to demand action towards accelerating a transition to clean energy for every-
one. 
 

• Increased country-level commitments to the principles of the Beyond Oil and Gas Alliance, which focuses 
on elevating the issue of oil and gas production phase-out through international dialogue and action. 

• Commitments from banks and financial institutions to stop financing destructive oil and gas expansion and 
other industrial activities in critical forest basins and ecosystems, for example through platforms such as Exit 
Amazon Oil and Gas. 

• National Determined Contributions (NDCs) with appropriate and effective plans and financing that 
enable protection of critical ecosystems and climate stability, including explicit and meaningful short term 
commitments for fossil fuels phase out.  

• Moratorium on all industrial activity in primary forests until 2050 to safeguard critical ecosystems while 
allowing time and space to develop appropriate plans and financing. 

• Expansion of global Indigenous peoples and other local communities’ land tenure, access and resource 
rights, direct funding for co-management, and respect of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, including FPIC. 

• The Amazonia for Life: 80% by 2025 Declaration from Indigenous federations across the Amazon call-
ing for expanding indigenous rights, territories, and funding, conditioned debt forgiveness, clean financing, 
and supply chains, ending extractive activities in primary and priority forests, and restoration. 

• Restoration efforts and local bioeconomy solutions, based on effective ecological practices from traditional 
Indigenous knowledge, should be uplifted and supported, while ensuring that primary and priority forests and 
other critical terrestrial and marine ecosystems are protected. 

• Scaling up direct support to forest and coastal communities and other frontline defenders whose conservation 
efforts play a fundamental role in preserving biodiversity, critical ecosystems and supporting climate stability.  

• Unlocking the vast potential of renewable energy by harnessing and maximizing the capabilities of sustainable 
energy sources to meet the world’s power needs while averting the use of fossil fuels.

Solutions
from Key Institutions and Decision-Makers

Solutions include

https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/what-is-bridgetown-initiative-asking-paris-financial-summit-2023-06-20/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/what-is-bridgetown-initiative-asking-paris-financial-summit-2023-06-20/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/political-vision-the-10-point-plan-for-financing-biodiversity/the-10-point-plan-for-financing-biodiversity
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/political-vision-the-10-point-plan-for-financing-biodiversity/the-10-point-plan-for-financing-biodiversity
https://fossilfueltreaty.org/
https://beyondoilandgasalliance.com/who-we-are
https://beyondoilandgasalliance.com/who-we-are/
https://beyondoilandgasalliance.com/who-we-are/
https://climatepromise.undp.org/news-and-stories/NDCs-nationally-determined-contributions-climate-change-what-you-need-to-know#:~:text=Nationally%20Determined%20Contributions%2C%20or%20NDCs,finance%20to%20support%20these%20efforts.
http://www.primaryforest.org/
https://ipbes.net/sites/default/files/inline-files/ILK_KeyMessages_IPBES_GlobalAssessment_final_ENGLISH_lo-res.pdf
https://amazonia80x2025.earth/declaration#declaration
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ADDITIONAL DATA
• Crisis Point: Oil and Gas Expansion Threats to Amazon and Congo Basin Tropical Forests and 

Communities
• Congo in the Crosshairs: New Oil and Gas Expansion Threats to Climate, Forests, and 

Communities
• Amazonia Against the Clock: a Regional Assessment on Where and How to Protect 80% by 

2025
• Fuelling Failure: How coal, oil and gas sabotage all seventeen Sustainable Development Goals.
• BankTrack’s Dodgy Deals can be found here. In particular see profiles on the DRC oil & gas  

auction; oil and gas exploration in Virunga National Park; and the related East African 
Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP); and on Petroperú  

• RAISG and the Amazonia Under Pressure series 
• Amazonia Against the Clock published by the Amazonia for Life: 80% by 2025 coalition
• Amazonia for Life Resources: (UN Permanent Forum tools)
• The Exit Amazon Oil and Gas Platform can be found here

Sovereign debt has traditionally been a driver for exploitation of natural resources, disrupting ecosys-
tems and hindering sustainable development. For instance, there are high debt numbers in high biocul-
tural diverse regions: 

• Amazon basin reaching approximately a trillion US dollars 
• Congo basin reaching approximately 40 billion US dollars 
• Coral Triangle over 1.2 trillion US dollars 

Debt distress needs to be addressed through financial mechanisms, such as debt-for nature swamps, 
allowing for portions of debt to be forgiven, in return for making commitments to invest in the pres-
ervation of biodiversity. Conditioned debt forgiveness can leverage tens of billions in debt repayments 
as a mechanism to advance protection for some of the world’s most intact and vulnerable ecosystems. 
With international momentum building for a transformation of the global financial system to sup-
port nature protection, there is a critical window in time to leverage existing financial resources in play 
in the form of debt as a tool for keeping fossil fuels in the ground and advancing expanded protection for 
nature and the rights of Indigenous peoples and local communities. 

Several recent reports underscore the global need to end oil and gas expansion – 
especially in these and other critical forest basins and ecosystems: 

Addressing Sovereign Debt: 
A Problematic Driver and a Powerful Solution

https://www.earth-insight.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Crisis-Point-Oil-and-Gas-Expansion-Threats-to-Amazon-and-Congo-Basin-Tropical-Forests-and-Communities-Dec-2022-1sm.pdf
https://www.earth-insight.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Crisis-Point-Oil-and-Gas-Expansion-Threats-to-Amazon-and-Congo-Basin-Tropical-Forests-and-Communities-Dec-2022-1sm.pdf
https://www.earth-insight.org/congo-in-the-crosshairs/#:~:text=Congo%20in%20the%20Crosshairs%20spotlights,people%20that%20call%20it%20home.
https://www.earth-insight.org/congo-in-the-crosshairs/#:~:text=Congo%20in%20the%20Crosshairs%20spotlights,people%20that%20call%20it%20home.
https://amazonia80x2025.earth/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/diagramacion-ingles.pdf
https://amazonia80x2025.earth/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/diagramacion-ingles.pdf
https://fossilfueltreaty.org/fuelling-failure
https://www.banktrack.org/dodgydeals
https://www.banktrack.org/project/democratic_republic_of_congo_oil_gas_auction
https://www.banktrack.org/project/democratic_republic_of_congo_oil_gas_auction
https://www.banktrack.org/project/oil_exploration_virunga_national_park
https://www.banktrack.org/project/east_african_crude_oil_pipeline
https://www.banktrack.org/project/east_african_crude_oil_pipeline
https://www.banktrack.org/company/petroperu
https://www.raisg.org/en/publication/amazonia-under-pressure-2020/
https://amazonia80x2025.earth/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/diagramacion-ingles.pdf
https://amazonia80x2025.earth/a-roadmap-to-implement-target-3-of-the-global-biodiversity-framework/
https://exitamazonoilandgas.org/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/what-is-bridgetown-initiative-asking-paris-financial-summit-2023-06-20/


About

Earth Insight is  a  research and capacity building init iative that  is  a  sponsored project 
of  the Resources Legacy Fund,  based in Sacramento,  Cali fornia.  Staff  and partners 
span the globe and represent a  unique grouping of  individuals  and organizations with 
diverse backgrounds in mapping and spatial  analysis,  communications,  and policy. 
Earth Insight is  committed to advancing new tools,  awareness,  and momentum for 
protecting crit ical  places and supporting civi l  society and indigenous and local  com-
munities  in this  effort .

Learn more at  earth-insight.org
 
For more information please contact: 
Ms.  Florencia Librizzi ,  Director of  Engagement  
at  f lorencia@earth-insight.org

http://earth-insight.org 
mailto:florencia%40earth-insight.org?subject=

